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Chronology of the Outbreak of World War One

28th June, 1914
Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand

23rd July, 1914
Austria demands that Serbia arrest the leaders of the Black Hand

24th July, 1914
Serbia appeals to Russia for help
25th July, 1914
Serbia refuses to hand over leaders of the Black Hand group
28th July, 1914
Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia
1st August, 1914
Germany declares war on Russia

3rd August, 1914
Germany declares war on France

4th August, 1914
Moltke orders the Schlieffen Plan to proceed
4th August, 1914
German troops enter Belgium
4th August, 1914
Great Britain declares war on Germany

7th August, 1914
Lord Kitchener calls for 100,000 men to join British Army
12th August, 1914
Big Bertha used against Liege Forts
12th August, 1914
Austro-Hungarian troops invade Serbia
14th August, 1914
French troops enter Lorraine

22nd August, 1914
British Expeditionary Force arrives in France

23rd August, 1914
Battle of Mons begins
24th August, 1914
French Army abandons Plan 17
26th August, 1914
Battle of Tannenberg begins
28th August, 1914
Battle of Helgoland

6th September 1914
Battle of the Marne begins
9th September 1914
The German Army withdraws to the Aisne.

Overview – The Major Powers

RUSSIA – In 1914 the Russia Empire included Poland, Finland and large parts of Transcaucasia. The majority of the 166 million population were Slavs but as well as Jews and Turks there were dozens of other nationalities. Several of these groups wanted regional autonomy and this was the cause of a constant source of political conflict. 

Tsar Nicholas II ruled the Russian Empire as an absolute monarch. However, following the loss of the war with Japan in 1905, serious disturbances took place in St. Petersburg and Nicholas was persuaded to accept a reduction in his power. In March, 1905, he announced plans to form a Russian Parliament called the State Duma. As this was only a consultative body, many Russians felt that this reform did not go far enough and over the next few years the country remained unstable. 

The Russian government considered Germany to be the main threat to its territory. This was reinforced by Germany's decision to form the Triple Alliance. Under the terms of this military alliance, Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy agreed to support each other if attacked by either France or Russia. In 1907 Russia joined Britain and France to form the Triple Entente. 

Industrial unrest in Russia continued throughout this period and in 1912 hundreds of striking miners were massacred at the Lena goldfields. During the first six months of 1914, almost half of the total industrial workforce in Russia took part in strikes. 

In 1914 the Russian Army was the largest army in the world. However, Russia's poor roads and railways made the effective deployment of these soldiers difficult.

The Russian Army Air Service (RAAS) was established in 1912 and two years later owned 360 aircraft and 16 airships. This made the RAAS the largest airforce in the world. 

In 1914 the Russian Navy had 4 battleships, 10 cruisers, 21 destroyers, 11 submarines and 50 torpedo boats.
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY – Union between Austria and Hungary took place in 1867. Overall political authority was held by Emperor Franz Josef. Over 51 million people lived in the 675,000 square kilometres of the empire. The two largest ethnic groups were Germans (10 million) and Hungarians (9 million). There were also Poles, Croats, Bosnians, Serbians, Italians, Czechs, Ruthenes, Slovenes, Slovaks and Romanians. Overall, fifteen different languages were spoken in the Austro-Hungarian empire.

Austria and Hungary shared the same currency but other state functions rested with the national governments. Both states had unelected upper houses and elected lower houses of parliament. Hungarian politicians complained that the Austrian parliament was too powerful and that they were considered to be junior partners. 

The Austro-Hungarian government feared attack from Russia . In 1879 Austro-Hungary and Germany agreed to form a Dual Alliance. This became the Triple Alliance when in 1882 it was expanded to include Italy. The three countries agreed to support each other if attacked by either France or Russia. 

The Triple Alliance was renewed at five-yearly intervals. The formation of the Triple Entente in 1907 by Britain, France and Russia, reinforced the belief that they needed a military alliance. 

The Austro-Hungarian Imperial Army was officially under the control of the Commander-in-Chief, Emperor Franz Josef. By 1914 Josef was 84 years old and the chief of staff, Count Franz Conrad, had more power over the armed forces. Conrad, favoured an aggressive foreign policy and advocated the use of military action to solve Austro-Hungary's territorial disputes with Italy and Serbia. 

The Austro-Hungarian Navy was fairly small. By 1914 it had 16 battleships, 5 cruisers, 18 destroyers and 5 submarines. Austro-Hungary neglected military aviation and in 1914 the Austro-Hungarian Air Service only had 35 aircraft and one airship.
GERMAN EMPIRE – In 1862 Otto von Bismarck became Prime Minister of Prussia. Over the next few years Bismarck helped to reorganize Germany under Prussia's leadership. In 1870 Bismarck ordered the Prussian Army into France. As a result of the Franco-Prussian War, France lost Alsace and Lorraine, Strasburg and the great fortress of Metz to Germany. 

By 1880 Chancellor Otto von Bismarck had unified Germany into a federation of 22 central European kingdoms or principalities. The largest of these states was Prussia. The King of Prussia, Wilhelm II, was also the German Emperor (Kaiser). The Kaiser was extremely powerful and controlled ministerial appointments, foreign policy and the armed forces. Wilhelm II was jealous of Otto von Bismarck, and in 1890 was able to force him from power.

Germany's empire was small compared to the British Empire. However in the 19th century Germany claimed three areas of Africa: German South-West Africa, the Cameroons & Togoland and German East Africa. Other territory controlled by Germany included Northern New Guinea, Samoa and the Chinese province of Shandong. 

Germany's industrial development was the fastest in the world. Between 1880 and 1913 coal production had increased by 400 per cent. Other industries such as steel, chemicals, engineering and armaments had also grown rapidly. In a thirty year period Germany's international trade had quadrupled. 

The German upper house, the Bundestrat, comprised of representatives from the states and cities. Its voting system gave Prussia an absolute veto over decision-making. Members of the lower-house, the Reichstag, were elected by universal manhood suffrage.

The German government believed the country might be attacked by either France in the west and Russia in the east. In 1879 Germany and Austria-Hungary agreed to form a Dual Alliance. This became the Triple Alliance when in 1882 it was expanded to include Italy. The three countries agreed to support each other if attacked by either France or Russia. 

The Triple Alliance was renewed at five-yearly intervals. The formation of the Triple Entente in 1907 by Britain, France and Russia, reinforced the belief that they needed a military alliance. 

Between 1870 and 1910 the population of Germany had increased from 24 million to 65 million. Over 40 per cent of this fast-growing workforce was employed in industry. However, the 35 per cent still working in agriculture ensured that Germany could produce enough food for its people. 

By the beginning of the twentieth century Germany was recognised as having the most efficient army in the world. Its structure included universal mass conscription for short-term military service followed by a longer period in reserve. In 1914 the regular German Army comprised 25 corps (700,000 men). 

The German Navy was the second largest in the world in 1914. It had 17 dreadnoughts, 20 battleships, 5 battlecruisers, 7 modern light cruisers and 18 older cruisers. Germany also had 30 petrol-powered submarines and 10 diesel-powered U-boats, with 17 more under construction. 

The German Army Air Service (GAAS) had been formed in 1912. Germany had been slow to see the potential of aircraft and the GAAS was considered to be inferior to the Aéronautique Militaire in France. In 1914 Germany had 246 aircraft and 11 airships.

OTTOMAN EMPIRE – At the beginning of the 20th century a large area of the Middle East, the Ottoman Empire was ruled by the Sultan of Turkey, Abdul Hamid II and his appointed Grand Vizier. However, the governors of the Empire's four provinces: Anatolia, Mesopotamia, Kurdistan and Arabia enjoyed a certain amount of autonomy. 

A series of military defeats in the 19th century had compelled the Turks to grant zones of influence to European powers: Britain (Egypt), France (Syria and the Lebanon), Austria-Hungary (Bosnia-Herzegovina), Italy (Libya). Russia was interested in Armenia and Italy wanted parts of the eastern Mediterranean. 

Abdul Hamid II was forced to summon a parliament in 1908 by the Young Turks movement. He attempted a counter revolution in April 1909, and when this failed he was deposed and exiled to Salonika. Enver Pasha, eventually emerged as the new leader of the country.

In 1914 the Ottoman Empire contained an estimated 25 million people. Although there were 14 million Turks, there was also large Arab, Assyrians, Armenian, Kurdish, Greek and Circassion minorities within the Empire. As a result, there existed nationalist, separatist movements in several areas of the territory under the control of the Turks. 

The Turkish Army was made up of Anatolian Turks, Arabs, Armenians, Kurds and Syrians. The army performed badly during the Balkan Wars (1912-13) and it was clear that there was great need for reform. In 1913 Turkish government invited the German Liman von Sanders to help modernize its army. 

Under threat from within and outside its borders, the Turkish government sought a protective agreement from one of the two European power blocs: the Triple Alliance or the Triple Entente. As Turkey was mainly concerned about Russian expansion, it decided in July 1914, to sign a defensive alliance with Germany. This remained a secret agreement and Turkey continued to have talks with other European countries.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – At the beginning of the 20th century the United States was the most powerful country in the world. The world leader in coal and steel production, the USA was also a major producer of raw materials. The most important of these were wheat, cotton and oil which accounted for more than a third of all the USA's exports. With a population of over 100,000,000, the USA had the potential to decide the outcome of the First World War. However, in 1914, the country had no overseas alliances and on 19th August, President Woodrow Wilson declared a policy of strict neutrality. 

Although the USA had strong ties with Britain, Wilson was concerned about the large number of people in the country who had been born in Germany and Austria. Other influential political leaders argued strongly in favour of the USA maintaining its isolationist policy. This included the pacifist pressure group, the American Union Against Militarism. 

Some people in the USA argued that the country should expand the size of its armed forces in case of war. General Leonard Wood, the former US Army Chief of Staff, formed the National Security League in December, 1914. Wood and his organisation called for universal military training and the introduction of conscription as a means of increasing the size of the US Army.

ENTENTE CORDIALE – The French Third Republic was created following the defeat of France by Prussia in 1871. After the war, the leader of the new unified Germany, Otto von Bismarck, was able to take Alsace and Lorraine, Strasburg and the great fortress of Metz from France. 

The new French parliament established after the Franco-Prussian War, comprised an indirectly Senate and an elected Chamber of Deputies. In 1914 Raymond Poincare was President of France and Rene Viviani was his prime minister. 

In the first decade of the 20th century France was still an overwhelmingly agricultural country and was self-sufficient in food. France was one of the world's leading trading nations but industrial production was lower than both Germany and Britain. 

The French government considered Germany to be the main threat to its territory. This was reinforced by Germany's decision in 1882 to form the Triple Alliance. Under the terms of this military alliance, Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy agreed to support each other if attacked by either France or Russia.

Britain shared France's fears concerning the Triple Alliance and in 1904 the two countries signed the Entente Cordiale (friendly understanding). The objective of the alliance was to encourage co-operation against the perceived threat of Germany. Three years later, Russia, who also feared the growth in the German Army, joined Britain and France to form the Triple Entente. 

The French Army Air Service (Aéronautique Militaire) was formed in October 1910. France led the world in early aircraft design and by mid-1912 they had five squadrons (escadrilles). This had grown to 132 machines (21 escadrilles) by 1914. 

Expenditure on the French Navy doubled between 1910 and 1914. By the summer of 1914 France had 19 battleships, 32 cruisers, 86 destroyers, 34 submarines and 115 torpedo boats. The French government had ordered another 14 battleships but they were still waiting for them to be delivered. 

In January 1914 the French Army had 47 divisions (777,000 French and 46,000 colonial troops) in 21 regional corps, with attached cavalry and field-artillery units. Most these troops were deployed inside France with the bulk along the eastern frontier as part of Plan 17. With the fear of war with Germany a further 2.9 million men were mobilized during the summer of 1914.

At the beginning of the 20th century the British Empire covered more than 11,400,000 square miles of territory. This made it the largest empire the world had ever known. The foundations for the empire were laid between 1750 and 1850 during which Britain acquired India, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, South Africa, Rhodesia, Hong Kong, Gibraltar, several islands in the West Indies and various colonies on the African coast. The late 19th century saw the acquisition of new territories in Africa and by 1900 the British king, Edward VII, reigned over 410 million people.

The British Empire was protected by a Royal Navy that included 18 modern dreadnoughts, 29 battleships (pre-dreadnought design), 10 battlecruisers, 20 town cruisers, 15 scout cruisers, 200 destroyers and 150 cruisers. 

By 1914 Britain was no longer the dominant economic power in Europe. It still had the world's largest shipbuilding industry but in other areas such as coal, iron, chemicals and light engineering, Britain was out-performed by Germany. 

In 1914 Britain was a constitutional monarchy under George V. The government was formed by the majority party of the House of Commons. Members of this parliament were elected by some 8 million registered male voters. The aristocratic House of Lords had limited power to veto legislation. 

The Liberal Party had governed Britain since 1906. Senior members of the government included Herbert Asquith (Prime Minister), Sir Edward Grey (Foreign Secretary) and David Lloyd George (Chancellor of the Exchequer). Ramsay MacDonald (Labour Party) and Andrew Bonar Law (Conservative Party) led the main opposition parties in the House of Commons. 

Since the later part of the 19th century the British government had considered Germany to be the main threat to its empire. This was reinforced by Germany's decision in 1882 to form the Triple Alliance. Under the terms of this military alliance, Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy agreed to support each other if attacked by either France or Russia.

France felt threatened by the Triple Alliance. Britain was also concerned by the growth in the German Navy and in 1904 the two countries signed the Entente Cordiale (friendly understanding). The objective of the alliance was to encourage co-operation against the perceived threat of Germany.

By August 1914, Britain had 247,432 regular troops. About 120,000 of these were in the British Expeditionary Army and the rest were stationed abroad. There were soldiers in all Britain's overseas possessions except the white dominions of Australia, New Zealand and Canada. 

The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) had been established in May 1912. By 1914 the RFC had 110 aircraft (BE-2, Farman MF-7, Avro 504, Vickers FB5, Bristol Scout, F.E.2) and 6 airships.

ITALY – The independent state of Italy emerged from a long nationalist struggle for unification that started with the revolution of 1848. The southern kingdoms of Sardinia and Sicily joined in 1866 and by 1914 only the Vatican and San Marino retained independence within Italy. However, a large Italian population remained within Austria-Hungary in the Trentino and Trieste regions. 

By 1911 Italy had a population of 34.7 million. Although primarily an agricultural economy, there was considerable industry in the northern areas of the country. To feed its growing population, Italy needed to import some foods, notably grain from Russia and Germany. 

Italy was a constitutional monarchy. Victor Emmanuel III had been king since 1900. People were appointed to the upper house of the National Assembly but the lower house was elected by universal adult male suffrage. The prime minister was Giovanni Giolitti but after the 1913 elections when socialists and radicals did well, he had a greatly reduced majority in the National Assembly. 

Italy had been members of the Triple Alliance with Germany and Austria-Hungary since 1882. However, this alliance was unpopular with large numbers of Italians and there was some doubt about Italy's military involvement in event of a war with members of the Triple Entente (Britain, France and Russia). 

The Italian Government introduced military conscription in 1907. However, only about 25 per cent of those eligible for conscription received training and by 1912 there were only 300,000 men in the Italian Army.

Units & Gameplay
As I do not wanted to create a scenario that consists only of researching and not too much more I decided to use a slightly varied type of research like Curt Sibling did in Dictator V2. I tried to make the scenario more dynamic by giving the Entente cordiale player the possibility to research e.g. Sea Blockade triggering not only the creation of some Destroyers in the North Sea but also the chance of researching the technology London Secret Treaty (Italy enters the war) and Dardanelles Expedition (troops arrive in Cyprus). This and more you will discover while you are playing the scenario.
During the war many important things like equipment and tactics changed dramatically. This is also represented by special units, for example the Sturmtruppen of Germany.

GENERIC UNITS

MG Troop (basic defence unit)

15 cm Artillery (light support gun)

Field Artillery

Siege Artillery

Armoured Car

Battle Gas

Monoplane (basic air unit)

Biplane (basic fighter)

Light Submarine

High Sea Submarine

Destroyer

Cruiser

Ship of Line

Battle Cruiser

Dreadnought Class

Aircraft Carrier

Freight Ship

Bomber
Cavalry Regiment (for those nations which have no civ-specific calvalry)
RUSSIA
Russian Army

Russian Army w/Steel Helmet

Cossacks Regiment

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY

Austrian Army

Austrian Army w/Steel Helmet

Kaiserjäger (good mountain troops)
GERMAN EMPIRE

German Army

German Army w/Steel Helmet

Ulan Regiment

Fokker Dr.1 (good triplane fighter)

U-93 Class (excellent submarine)

Zeppelin (far range bomber)

Gotha G-V (bomber)

Sturmtruppen (excellent assault infantry)

A7V PzKpfw

Schutztruppe Afrika (colonial troops)

OTTOMAN EMPIRE

Ottoman Army

Ottoman Army w/Steel Helmet

Spahi Regiment

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

US Army

US Army w/Steel Helmet

ENTENTE CORDIALE

French Army

French Army w/Steel Helmet

British Army

British Army w/Steel Helmet

Dragoon Regiment

Nieuport 17 (good biplane fighter)

Handley Page D/100 (bomber)

Mark.V Tank
ANZAC Troops (hard fighting colonial infantry)

Chasseurs d´Afrique (colonial troops)

King´s African Rifles (colonial troops)
ITALY

Italian Army
Italian Army w/Steel Helmet

Alpini (good mountain troops)

What to expect

Do not believe that losing some cities or introducing the Unrestricted Submarine War has no consequences. Loosing Smolensk as the Russian Player to the German Empire will trigger some “riots” due to your military incompetence and allowing your submarines to sink any ship has serious consequences to the relations between the United States and the German Empire.

The map is a giga version of the map Case used for his “Cruel Sea Scenario” and was basically made by Harry Tuttle. The Battle of the Atlantic will also be really important as the German Navy may build vast numbers of Submarines to sink the Allies´ ships …

Roll of Honour

Captain Nemo & Alex the Magnificient – The Godfathers of Civilization II; nothing more to add.
Palaiologos – As I am still to dumb to edit an event file right I needed some help. Thank you very, very much Pericles!

Fairline – My scenario would not be half as good as it looks now without your brilliant graphics. *pookseyesout*

Curt Sibling – Your “Dictator” scenarios elevated the whole game to another level. Thank you for your brilliant ideas!
Harry Tuttle – I used the map you have made for your “Atomic Eagle” scenario.

ANZAC

CASE

Atlas

DA

Scott F

Techumseh

M. Ecklund

Erwan
Stalin II/Nilat Bolshevik

And last but not least all my playtesters!
If I forgot someone, suggestions, critics and everything concern this scenario: Please inform me via email, MSN (steph_sander@hotmail.com) or via ICQ #201374165.

Version changes from v1.0 to v2.0

· Added a generic bomber unit

· Substituted the Sub-Hunter with the 15cm Artillery

· Left the Coastal Submarine unit out

· Tweaked the stats & values of the naval units

· Changed the unit graphics a bit ;-)

Stephan “jim panse” Sander, October 6, 2003.
@end – this line must be here!
